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NRWMAC VS MONTEREY COUNTY

The  Nacimiento  Regional  Water  Management
Advisory  Committee  (NRWMAC)  lawsuit  filed
against Monterey County, the Monterey County
Board  of  Supervisors,  Monterey County Water
Resources Agency, marches on. The suit alleges
that the defendants violated their obligation to
operate  Lake  Nacimiento  Reservoir  in  such  a
way so as to provide sufficient water levels for
recreation.  The  suit  further  alleges  the
defendants  did  not  provide all  the  documents
responsive to a Public Records Act request and
court filings related to the lake. 

The  lawsuit  may  be  reviewed  on  NRWMAC’s
website  http://nrwmac.org/knowledge-base

NRWMAC  also  lodged  a  complaint  with  the
California  Environmental  Protection  Agency
alleging that MCWRA diverted more water from
Lake Nacimiento than permitted by the State of
California,  which  limits  withdrawal  of  water
from the lake to 180,000 acre-feet per year. 

NRWMAC  will  provide  updates  as  possible
during the lawsuit and the investigation of the
environmental complaints.  At this time we can
say  that  because  of  the  lawsuit,  Monterey
county  has  asked  to  conduct  negotiation
meetings  to  help  find resolutions,  however  at
this time the lawsuit is still moving forward.

The Recreation Component…
The Monterey County Flood Control and Water
Conservation  District  (“District’),  the
predecessor  to  MCWRA,  built  Nacimiento
Reservoir in the mid-1950’s for recreation, flood
control  and  water  conservation.  In  order  to
begin  construction,  the  District  first  had  to

condemn  and  take  private  properties  in  and
around  the  reservoir  site  by  eminent  domain.
(The District had eminent domain powers under
the Monterey County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District Act (“Act”)).  At that time,
SLO County Supervisors approved the eminent
domain by Monterey County because they were
paying  to  have  the  dam  built  on  SLO  County
property. 

In  relevant  part,  the Act  gave  the District  the
power  to  condemn  “lands  deemed  by  the
supervisors  of  the  district  to  be  necessary  or
convenient  for  the  installation,  construction,
use and maintenance of recreational areas or
facilities including picnic grounds, play grounds,
camp grounds,  home sites,  boats and fishing,
bathing  or  other  facilities  for  use  by  the
public...”(Emphasis  supplied.)  Thus,  the
provision of recreation at the reservoir was key
to allowing the construction to commence.

These  proceedings  provide  the  basis  for  the
‘Recreational  Portion’  of  Lake  Nacimiento  and
the removal  or  diminishing of  this  component
invalidates Monterey’s Eminent Domain claims
and provides a strong case for overturning the
Eminent Domain proceedings.  

Simply put, Monterey County based recreational
support  at  the  lake  as  an  equal  right  to  take
land,  and  they  must  continue  to  support
recreation or they can be faced with invalidating
their right to that land.

http://nrwmac.org/knowledge-base


Let’s be very clear about the water…
In California, water is protected for the use and
benefit  of  all  Californians.  California's  waters
cannot  be  owned  by  individuals,  groups,
businesses,  or  governmental  agencies. And
permits,  licenses,  and  registrations  give
individuals  and others  the right  to beneficially
use reasonable amounts of water.
 
Monterey County was provided a grant in 1958
on their  application  of  developing  a first  class
recreation  area  at  Lake  Nacimiento,  making  a
long  term  promise  to  promote  and  develop
recreational facilities at Lake Nacimiento.

Monterey County was again licensed in August
of  1964  with  a  statement  of  purpose  of
“Recreational use at Lake Nacimiento Reservoir
within  San  Luis  Obispo  County  and  irrigation,
domestic, municipal, industrial and recreational
uses within an area of Monterey County”.

And again in 1996 Monterey County applied for
and  was  granted  Permit  #  21089,  subject  to
prior rights that  authorized purposes for using
the  water  for  irrigation,  industrial,  municipal,
recreation and domestic use.

There  is  no  “Percentage  of”  listed  in  those
rights.  There  is  no  “group”  that  owns  the
water…  all  five  interests  share  the  water
interest, and all five interests are entitled to it. 

MCWRA Release Schedule
NRWMAC’s  Lawsuit  and the recent  rains  have
had  some  success  at  slowing  the  releases.
While  the  current  Lake  Nacimiento  water
release schedule is still published as ‘a working
document’ according to MCWRA, they are now
claiming that the current release schedule will
provide for the lake levels to be at or ‘very near’

757ft  by  Labor  Day.   The  current  MCRWA
release schedule can be viewed at 
http://nrwmac.org/knowledge-base/mcrwa-
release-schedule-april-25-2019/

NOAA Suspends Biological Opinion
NOAA,  (National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric
Administration)  The  agency  that  decrees  the
amount of water that must be released for fish
and habitat has suspended their latest Biological
Opinion  do  to  lawsuits  and  several  interested
groups  asking  for  proof  of  the  release
requirements.  

Unfortunately,  Monterey  County  Water
Resources  Agency  (MCWRA),  has  stated  they
will  maintain the NOAA B.O.  Release schedule
until  there  has  been a court  verdict  or  a  new
NOAA B.O. has been updated and released. 

Making a Difference
With the increased pressure that NRWMAC has
been  applying,  Monterey  County  Parks  has
purchased  20  new  navigational  buoy's  (with
lights!), to replace bad or missing buoy’s, and as
soon as they arrive will be installed.  We dont
have exact dates or locations for the buoys, but
we should be seeing them installed shortly. 

Additionally,  while  ranger  staffing  hasnt  really
been  increased,  safety  concerns  are  being
discussed and additional officer presence on the
lake,  in addition to more ranger  presence has
been added for this summer.

We  are  also  being  told  that  the  Park
Management maintenance and upkeep of lake
areas and facilities is, and will continue to be a
priority, with the latest planning of making Lake
Nacimiento a first class Lake side resort.
 

http://nrwmac.org/knowledge-base/mcrwa-release-schedule-april-25-2019/
http://nrwmac.org/knowledge-base/mcrwa-release-schedule-april-25-2019/


Firewise in Our Communities
A large shout out to firewise for their continued
efforts for helping out at the lake.   In case you
didnt realize, FIrewise provides fire safe training,
outreach and a collaborative action to help our
communities defend against the ravages of fire.
The Firewise council has also secured grants to
pay for road side clearing and additional clearing
services  to  help  prevent  fires.  Please  support
them by attending local Firewise events.

Lake Communities Get Involved! 
NRWMAC’s  lawsuit  against  Monterey  County
Water Resources is the start of the correction of
this dire situation that has gone on too long, and
will  force  Monterey  County  to  adopt  a
recreation plan that  will  protect  all  aspects  of
recreation  in  the  future  for  the  rights  of  lake
owners and recreational users.

And  the  Lake  Nacimiento  communities  are
stepping  up  and helping  collect  funds  for  this
effort.   The  Oak  Shores  NRWMAC  event  was
epic,  and  this  month  Heritage  Ranch  hosted
their NRWMAC event as well.  Cal Shasta is also
hosting  a  NRWMAC  event,  and  many  other
other  clubs  have contributed,  have  hosted,  or
are planning on hosting events to help funding
needs. 

Help NRWMAC Save The Dragon
“Save  The  Dragon”  is  not  simply  a  turn  of
phrase;  it’s  a  fervent  plea  for  help.  Lake
Nacimiento  is  not  going  to  save  itself  from
Monterey County’s mismanagement. Without a
court’s  intervention,  Monterey  County  is  not
going to realize the error of its profligate ways
and turn off the drain spigot all by itself. 

NRWMAC’s  lawsuit  against  Monterey  County
Water Resources is the start of the correction of

this dire situation that has gone on too long, and
will  force  Monterey  County  to  adopt  a
recreation plan that  will  protect  all  aspects  of
recreation  in  the  future  for the  rights  of  lake
owners  and  recreational  users.  However,  this
litigation  will  require  funding  support  from all
lake property owners and enthusiasts to make
this happen.

NRWMAC’s  GoFundMe  legal  campaign,  and
other events, with your contributions, has raised
over  $150,000  and  we  are  grateful  to  all  of
those who have contributed.  

Being the primary source of  funding for  these
legal  efforts,  your  donations,  now  more  than
ever, will make a difference.

Please  share,  forward  and  circulate  this
newsletter with your friends, family and anyone
you  know  that  uses  or  cares  about  the  lake,
wildlife, and future of the lake tell everyone you
know why their funding support is so critically
important  right  now,  and  to  please  donate
today.

If you value your recreation, water quality, way
of life and property values, please donate today
– even if you have previously donated. 

If you prefer you can privately donate using the
nrwmac.org  link  below,  or  mail  a  check  to
NRWMAC  at  P.O.  Box  398,  Paso  Robles,  CA
93447.

For  more  information,  updates  and  donations
please go to our website, www.NRWMAC.org or
directly to the GoFundMe location at 
www.gofundme.com/lake-nacimiento-save-the-
dragon

http://www.gofundme.com/lake-nacimiento-save-the-dragon
http://www.gofundme.com/lake-nacimiento-save-the-dragon
http://www.NRWMAC.org/


New NRWMAC Apparel has Arrived! 
The  latest  styles  and  colors  are  showing  at
NRWMAC.  We have beanies back in stock by
popular demand!  And we have added Grey and
Teal colors to many different styles.   Look for
our  new  Ladies  shirts  in  Teal.   And  the  new
sweat shirts (  “hoodies”),  Tanks and t-shirts in
gray!   And the new two color hats Khaki / Green
and Blue / White as well!  

All the latest apparel will be out in full force for
Memorial  day  at  Running  Deer,  Oak  Shores,
Heritage  Ranch,  Cal  Shasta  and other  lakeside
communities  and  NRWMAC  events!   Please
support these groups and their efforts, proceeds
go to helping fund the NRWMAC lawsuit. (and if
you  miss  them  in  person…  the  latest  apparel
styles and colors will be on the web site shortly
as well!)

Thank you for your support 
We  wish  to  thank  everyone  that  supports
NRWMAC, and as everyone continues to come
up with more ways to help, we need everyone
to get involved. NRWMAC needs volunteers to
help with getting the word out, donations, sign-
ups, handouts, information booths, fund raisers,
t-shirt sales, and help at functions and events. 

You  can  help  the  effort  by  donating  time,
dollars,  purchasing  merchandise  or  signing  up
for events at www.nrwmac.org/get-involved.

http://www.nrwmac.org/get-involved

